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HAT. FOR CY of a F AAKLRS.. Mankind, s dw tted by 
all wiſe'men; but to convince mad men and fools of this, is too a- 4M 5k, _ | 
Johannes Woolebins inn his Compendium, Theolo. Chrift, {ays, that its _ xthy. - Þ 
in a-Chriſtian-{o much. to Tn, to miſtruſt the Diyine Aythority of cen | 

ture, as to make any queſtion of it.,* It being a Principle Goeatny to aol. 1 
- , lieved, as it ought not-to be brought into doubt by Diſputes... To the like pur- © 
poſe it may be ſaid that it is unworthy in av Englith Cummonwealths-man, to bring it pd pe 
bate whether or no the Sovereignty of this Realm be in the King alone, diſ-joy SO 
ther perſons Y and true itis, there areas yet but tew,At any, that dare be lo fr = poll | 
to ſay otherwiſe, whatever their thoughts be, and/though their Actions ſeem to look that ways © 0 
And foraſmuch as the word Commonwealth hath been of late years for the molt part = I 'F 
the Government when it is in the hands of many: It might not be impertinent. to ert here 
what a Commonwealth.is. A Commonwealth therefore isa lawful Ic”, of manyF __} 
lies. and that which unto them in Common belongethz and the end and deſign thereof i wy 
wicked be puniſht, and the good and juſt protected. - So that it-is as much, nay, rather more 
Commonwcalth, . and tends more to, Common: good when the Government i isin the hand of 
one man, than in. the hands of many 3 0 __ this we 6 have the general conſent of gray dli-. 
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V the neople, 4 Ho the Sovereign | tc to af hens Was In, One man, . ack rot ing 
For oftentimes even-where a Tyrant hath Reigned,” and he xemoved, andthe Co mmons 


— 


changed into a popular State, the People have been ſoon ſenſible that thee o Tra 
for. the worſe, . and that inſtcad of one Tyrant they had a multitude of 
them. Yct the Diſſolution or Prorogation of a Parliament hath been of Kg a 
ſo high a violation of Right, and ſo great a point of miſ-government, as if thereby ou 
tics were loſt, and our Lives and Eſtates ſubjugated to the Arbitrary Power and P 
King 3' or elſe we falſely conclude it impothble that the King can be ſo wiſe asto Govern. = 
-gut their Counſels. To remove which miſtakes, and to quiet the. minds of men miſled, rhefe 
following, Conlidcrations: and' Colle&ions out of Engliſh Hiſtory are offered to publick mo | -I+ 
= whereby it will be moſt apparent that not only the Proroguing but the frequent g of 
[ | Leh is abſolutely neceſſary for preſervation of Monarchy,our-now cſtabliſht 
and the beſt ſort of Government. for the- people of England, = molt ſutable tocheir te 
in preſervation whereof, our own preſervation conſiſts. But hehe continuance of © 
| the ſame Parliament, or the ſame. Members in Parliament, which art both alike, is the MK 
nicious thing imaginable both to-King and People. Exe 
It is neceſlary for preſervation'of Monarchy, that Parliaments be dten Diſſolved, beca 
thing makes it more anifeſt in whom the Sovercign Power relides.; for it purs.thero Wes 
what Authority they have their Being, whereasby a long Continuance they are 
(cription to their Seats, and think themſclves dif- ſeized if xemoved thence, th 
power that plac'd them there, 
©] In former times, Parliaments i wha my Kingdom dom-confiſted only of fome of the 
- men of the Nation, ſuch as the Ki tj ra and the firſt time | 
of Englard were admitted to Parks was in the 16th Year of a4 | 
ment was Aſſembled at Salisbury, and;it was (0 Aﬀembled of the 
y Obligation that by Law lay u be ne him ſotodo. And certainit1 
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_ the 16th of his now Majeſties 


F it is yet in the Kings power, that if when they are Call'd they 
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ems the rather to be ſo.for that thoſe Statutes being bur briefly penned by a fl tStatute 
upon every per- 
to Parliament, that ſhould nbt come accordingly. But now by an Act of 
vaild upon to paſs it into a Law That Parlia- 
above three years. However (God be thank'd) 
they behave themſelves not well, His 
may; without violation of any Law, ſend them whence they came; and, I hope, it 
never more be otherwiſe, leſt that if they had a of not being Difſoly*d without their 
own conſent, they would do as thoſe did that had thelike power. And ſure, it's no Solceciſm 


that the like cauſe may have the like effeR. | bl | SIG up gg 
n is without Controverſic very neceſſary and uſcful, 


cign, he was 
ments ſhould not be intermitted or diſcontin! 


A Parliament of the Modern Conſtitutjon 
"if they intend that which tothem; the buſineſs of both Houſes being tocon- 


{ 3 with that King, framed Arrictes of ſome trifling grievances to be preſented to the King, hut 
| "DIG | | 6 
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"Madvice, and done as ill things, 


SID 


bore paige Jer arrege bye 
and rather than fail of their defigns, timcharh 


Fult with, and adviſe the King in ſach things as he ſhall require their advice in, and to repreſent 
to him publik grievances, ſuch as are real grievances, not ſuch as every whimble pated fel- 
low eſteems ſo; but they art not to think to compel the King, under the plauſible term of Ad- 
dreſs, to exerciſe any point of Government, or to make any new Laws. that he likes not of. 
And it is peculiar to himſelf only to judg what advice is fit to be followed, and what 


and p 
to be rejxcte 


3 for there may be ſome private Reaſon of State for his ſo doing, which might 
be inconvenient to be publickly known. This hath been the ancient ſetled practice, and under 
which this Kingdotn hath long flouriſhr, and it is not fafe to alter it, for it being now the de- 
dining Age of the World, moſt Changes (violent ones eſpecially) are from good to bad, and 
from bad to worſt, and from worſt to ftark naught. 
— Ts not the advantage of Monarchy above the Government of many, apparent at this time to 
ſeeing man, for it His Majeſty, like the Main Maſt of a Ship, had not been theftay of all, 
had not as it were parted the fray by the late Diſſolution of the Parliament, all the Ariſto- 


cratical rigging and tackle of both Houſes 3 if it deſerves to beſo called, had been torn in pieces 


by faftion amongſt themſelvesand this poor Kingdom thereby ere this, might have been a ſecond 


by her own inbred Diviſions, and it is not without precedent, 
ble as the Pope, or his Colledg of Cardinak, and have given as 
and of late have been more troubleſome than ever. 
If it ſhould be fo that the advice of cither or both Houſes of Parliament murſt of 
lowed by the King, then would it not be properly an advice but a command in effect ; 
where in a Commonwealth the ign power or Command is in more than in one, -that- 
| , bur is eT arapobartuenteregeonry the 
amongſt many, and it we jadg impartially, it muſt be ac- 
indeavour after that (viz.) that the Votes and Ordinances of the 
might have the force of Laws, are no leſs .Enemies to the State than they 


time in our memory blown 
that Parliaments are alike infalli 


that would introduce Popery, for m both Cafes it is but indeavouring to alter the Government 3 
to prevent which fond and dangerous attempt, the frequent Difſolving of Parliaments is very 


| Divers other Inconveniences will be pacvented by frequent ing and Diffolving of 


4 - Parliaments for by that means the 1 E of Parliaments will not over lon protect the 
_ Ins 5 MA alan their flow Subjects of their juſt and duc Debts which 


but many of them gave their Clerks Liberty 
doth his Indalgences. And moreover if 
ry get mtothe Parliament, a 


* for s paſt hath been a killing when not only th 
made ef cut n y the 


dozens, as the 

irious. man, ſhould by flattery and get mto tne Par 

i gives ity of diſcharging ſuch from having hand in fo high a Traft;and great 

reaſon Ro diſcharged for how can it be expeRted that men unjaſt in their private 

CONcerns be ocherwiſcin publick Adminiſtration, which they will always ftrive to make 
fubſervicnt totheirbie-Interefts ? a 

By the long continuance of oneand the 


fame Parliament, it hath happened, that the Members 
oor rgnegen fruit of Supremacy, they have nor 
re of the Sovercignty 3 and moſt cormonly when 
of his tive to ufurp it to themſelves ; 
imcha that they have involv'd the people of this 
n in a miſcrable Warand Deftrudtign of each other, when the thing they ſeem'd to in- | 
was cither of nomorent at aſt to the people, or ſomething that had a very remore poſſi- 
| ing the milchich, they drew ithaſtily upon 
care too many examples hereof in , Whereof to name a few: Letit be Im- 
conlider'd, and then judg if there was a juſtifrable Caaſe for the Inſolency of that Par- 
in Edw.the 24's time, who being ſet on by ſome Lords that envied Gaveftons favour 
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beheld the 
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blige the King to call a Parliament, as to oblige the Subje& to attend call'd, and this * 
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gn etly, 
$editious Lords thought his Liberty impriſon'd 
and in carrying to Priſon he was moſt barbarouſly abuſed, for being taken from his Horſe, and 


ſet upon a Hillock, and there taking puddle .water to ſhave him with, his Barber told him, Cold ' 
water muſt ſerve for that time, whercat the miſerable King looking earncfily upon him, told 
him; that whither they would or no, he would have warm water to waſh wichalz and to make 
good his words, helct fall a ſhowre of tears: and being carricd to Priſon, they lodg'd himin a 
Chamber over Carrion and dead Carkeſſes, thinking thereby to have poyſon'd him: But why 
they faw that would not do, a Letter was devis'd from a Lord to the Kings Keepers, Merion 
them, for giving him too much Liberty, and for notdoing the ſervice that was expeRted from 
them, and inthe end of the Letter was wrote this Line. Edvardum Occidere nolite tittere bomun 
eft. Which may be Engliſht either, Itzis good to kill Edward, do not fear itz ordo not kill 
Edward, it is good to be afraid to doit: But they took it in the ſenſe intended, and moſt in- 
hamanly murthered the King, And (to (ee the ficklenels of them) it is Recorded, that they that 
deſpis'd him when living ſo honour'd him being dead, that they could have found in theis 
hearts to have made him a Saint. | aac Con! 7 

It cannnot yet be forgot, nor will the ill effefts a while be overcome of that Parliament, in- 
famous for long, and of fad and direGal memory, How in the time of the beſt of Kings, when 
they allruPd, there was no rule at all, but that upon pretence of removing evil Counſellors, 
they remov'd from us all happineſs, and overwhelm'd us with all the evils imaginable ; and be- 
cauſe ſome would make the world believe there's no preſervation againſt Popery but by 
means of a Parliament, be it remembred how poorly and ſneakingly the Parliament in 
Maries days, became Apeſtates to the Proteſtant Religion, drew up a ſupplication to the Ki 
and n, wherein they ſhew'd themſelves very penitent for their former errors, and hum- 
bly their Majeſties to intercede for them to Cardinal Pool the Popes Legate, and the Sea 
Apoſtolick, that they might be pardoned of all they had done amiſs. and be received into the 

om of the Church, being themſelves moſt ready to abrogate all Laws prejudicial to the Sea of 
Rome : That this is no Fable, they that lift may read it in Bakers Chronicle. fol. 320, | 

Is it not apparent that what Execution hath been done the late Popiſh Plotters was by 
the Kings immediate Command ? And the diſcoverers of Plotters, and proſecutors of Papiſts 
are to this day incouraged by his Majeſty. Were "not the Lords in the Tower ſeveral times 
brought to Weftminſter-Hall, by the Kings Command, in order to their Tryal, but the Houſe of 
Commons, were not, or would not be ready for it, unleſs they might pluck a plume from the 
Prerogative, or Peerage, to feather their own Caps withal? And whither they were not more 
ready to kindle Coals of contention, when even' in the Houſe, not long fince, ſome laid hands 
on their Swords to draw at each other ; I leave the World ro jel Can any manthen thatloves 
the peace of his Country, be troubled at the Prorogation orDiflolution of ſuch a Parliament. 

It is indeed to be found in our Engliſh Chronicles, that oneParliament had the nate of good, 
and that was in the Reign of Edw. the 3d. butit ſeems to be fo called in derifion only; - the 
ſame Author fays, they wrought ill effects 3 to be more plain, there ſeldom or never was a long 
Parliament that did deſerve much commendation, or that was free from FaCtion : But that it was 
not otherwiſe, much may be imputed to the fault of the EleQors, who take not right meaſures 
in their choice; And becauſe good Parliaments are very uſctul to His Majeſty and People, ir is to 
be wiſht tnen would obſerve the right means to obtain ſuch, wheneverit ſhould pleaſe His Majeſty 


to give another opportunity of a new Choice: and foraſmuch as many of the Commons of our 
late Parliaments were fo vile as to take penſions for their Votes, as ſome of their own-Fellow- 


Members give out, which if true, in all likelyhood were given by ſome corrupt Miniſter of State 
to promote the intereſt and deligns of forme Forreign Prince, and ſome others of them were un- 
der very grols crrors touching, Succeſſion, whither out of a real miſ-apprehenfion, or through a 
voluntary miſ-feaſance, it is not proper hereto determine. Only this I fay, itis ſomewhat 
ſtrange, that men that are all for Religion, will not truſt God Almighty himſelf with that Pre- 
YOgAtIVE, though he gives us his word for it That the bearts of Kings are in bis Rult and Gover- 
nance, and turneth them which way it pleaſeth him; and in another place it is ſaid, By me Ot 
Reign, and Princes do Decree : But of this mote perhaps hereafter. Some others are might! 
raged at their Diſſolution, becauſe it hath pat o_ to charges at their new EleGions, and 
| 4 erhaps 
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d of { the Nation han cli cenes for theſe will rocet 
phjemne in ary Fact 

ed there ſhould ever be a Parliament as1on oe <"Y 
'of expence , | they: would do,well to .confider 
Cle Gibein recompence of their peace, /it wilt be but like Eſar's (cl- 
a meſs of Pottage 3 neither ought the x Der pk of any great man 
© "Es pang but the good qualifications of the perſon ought only to be 


y: concern ofy t Conſequence, fora great: Politician ſays it, That i it 
| | are (ns - ES 's an evil Council and a good. King, than when 
| Council; and that we may ae; ens haves pood Council, above © 
rp onfor the choice of -a Council in, 1ſraet als to be followed, 
'F jefthe moſt ancient of the people, wiſe men ſearing God, Deut. cap. 1, 


hen the people have. a ipht opinion-of the parts and abilities 


« theirCoundi therefore: it is « that old ard. not young men Con Tat jntG tie neem 
Tt for moſt -men are apt to think ſlightly of thoſe of alike Age with themſelves, a 
good-and vertuous, yet the heat and vigour of their youth 64s 
and to too violent a jon of what their un- 


any young man to beadmit- 
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